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The African Internet Governance Forum – AfIGF 2017 
4 – 6 December 2017 

Hyatt Regency Hotel, Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt 

 
Draft Outcome Document: Recommendations 

 
Background of AfIGF  

The African Internet Governance Forum is Africa's multi stakeholder forum of Internet actors. It 
carries the voices and efforts of the African continent to the global agenda, while ensuring that the 
benefits of a viable information society accrue to every African. It was formally launched in 
Nairobi, during the global Internet Governance Forum (IGF) in 2011.  

The AfIGF Secretariat is hosted by the African Union Commission (AUC) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
The Forum's website is www.afigf.org. It currently runs social media outlets on Twitter and 
Facebook.  

Objectives of AFIGF  

AfIGF aims to be a platform for an inclusive multilateral, multi-stakeholder and multilingual 
discussion on issues pertinent to the Internet in Africa in general and Internet Governance issues 
in particular.  

Participation  

Over 300 participants drawn from government, private sector, academia, research institutions, 
technical community, civil society organizations, media, and other stakeholders from over 30 
countries attended physically the 6th African Internet Governance Forum (AfIGF2017) held from 
4 to 6 December 2017 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt under the theme  “Enabling an Inclusive 
Digital Transformation of Africa” 

 

Remote Participation  

The Egyptian Host and the African IGF Secretariat enabled remote participation to enable different 
stakeholders around the world to make contributions to AfIGF 2017 debates and discussions via 
social networks, the media, etc.  

Partners  

The sixth African IGF was co-organized by the African Union Commission and the Economic 
Commission for Africa in cooperation with the Egyptian Government and the NEPAD Coordination 
Agency.  
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AfIGF 2017 was also supported and financially by:  
a) African Union Commission 
b) National Telecom Regulatory Authority, Egypt 
c) NEPAD Agency 
d) dot.Africa 
e) ICANN 
f) Internet Society 
g) UNESCO 
h) IGFSA 
i) APC 
j) Huawei 

 

The Plenary was preceded by 8 parallel sessions, respectively on the 4th and 5th December. The 
reports will be annexed to the main AfIGF report. The parallel Sessions are follows: 

1. The role of DNS as a technology in the Internet Policy  

2. Connecting the Next Billion 

3. Enabling the Digital Transformation  of Africa: The Role of Youth  

4. AFEX Internet Freedom Reports  

5. Internet Exchange Points (IXPs) 

6. Cyber Security in Africa  

7. Internet Universality Indicators 

8. Public libraries rise to the challenge to connect the next billion 

 

Opening Ceremony  

AfIGF 2017 was officially opened by Dr. Sherif Hashim, Vice President, National Telecom 
Regulation Agency (NTRA) and a welcome statements were also delivered by H.E. Dr. Amani 
Abou-Zeid, Commissioner, Infrastructure and Energy, The African Union.  

High Level Discussion  

This session was general conducted to capture perspectives of high level delegates on the policy 
implications of digitization to enable an inclusive digital transformation. The session was 
moderated by Mr. Moctar Yedaly from AUC. Panelists of this session included: 
1. H.E. Dr. Amani Abou-Zeid, Commissioner, Infrastructure and Energy, AU 
2. Ambassador Amr Aljowaily, Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for United Nations Affairs, 

Egypt 
3. Dr. Sherif Hashem, Vice-President, NTRA & Chairman of the Executive Bureau of the Supreme 

Cybersecurity Council Cabinet, Egypt 
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4. Dr. Gallo Sow, Chief Technical Advisor, Ministry of Communication, Telecommunications, 
Post and Digital Economy, Senegal  

5. Dr. Alexander Trigona, Special Envoy to the Prime Minister and Former Foreign Minister, 
Malta   

6. Pierre Dandjinou, Vice-President for Stakeholder Engagement for the Africa region, ICANN  
 

 

African IGF 2017 Plenary sessions  

 

AfIGF 2017 plenary sessions run from Monday 4 to Wednesday 6 December 2017 using panel format 

with a moderator and 3 to 5 panelists for each session. The agenda will be attached as annex. The list of 

sessions is below in chronological order with draft key recommendations. 

 

1. Promoting Digital Africa: Internet Economy 

 Sensitization of African leaders at the high level on the issue of Internet Economy beyond the simple use 
of e-mail and web browsing. This will be done by African Union  

 Ease of doing business: It was observed that there is no African country that featured in the top 50 
countries on ease of doing business. Governments are encouraged to consolidate the different internal 
agencies to streamline service delivery 

 Set up local innovation fund. The local innovation fund would create an avenue to invest on small scale 
businesses and startups as they present opportunities to being the next big businesses in African 
countries. Success stories can be borrowed from local innovations like Jumia, Mfarm, and Mpesa 

 

2. Digital Transformation: How Do We Shape its Social and Labor Impacts?  

 Make the Internet reliable and affordable 

 Support schools, universities and colleges  on digital resources, connectivity facilities and 
systems 

 Link digital transformation to human rights and freedoms 

 Enable diversity of content in language and packaging 

 Provide support in financing youth led startups that focus on developing technology solutions  

 Adopt open data policy for research 

 

3. Empowering Global Cooperation on Cybersecurity for Sustainable Development & Peace 

 Undertake Awareness creation  
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 Capacity building of all stakeholders, including Law enforcement institutions to successfully address 

cybersecurity issues  

 Put in place appropriate legislation 

 Adoption of the AU convention 

 Need for collaborations among the member states  

 

4. Emerging Issues 

 Human rights should apply online as well as offline  
 More work is needed in capacity building targeting women and designing programs and tools which 
enable them to cope with the digital transformation and ICT development   

 

5. Review and Approval of the African IGF Charter 

 Need to publicize it Africa wide 
 Need to implement it starting from the 7th AfIGF to be held in Khartoum 

 

6. National and Regional Initiatives (NRIs) 

 Include more youth in discussions and have their outputs about IG topics and issues 
 Reinforce capacities of national IGFs 
 Ensure that young people have a chance to be creative and to explore good aspects of the internet 
 Ensuring connectivity for a bigger number of end users and bigger outreach of internet 
 Endorsement of ICT implementation in national educational systems in order to contribute to digital 

appropriation of digitalization for the new generations  
 Promotion of access to new technologies for all under-privileged social entities and people as the insular 

or the landlocked populations  
 Support training, education and efforts of sensitization to internet use in the country  

 

7. Local Interventions: Thriving in DNS Industry and Maximizing the opportunities of dotAfrica 

 Important to have discussions about price harmonization across the continent for domain names 

 Policy harmonization on country codes 

 Harmonization of technology that will enable software developers across the continent to assimilate 
easily 

 Encourage uptake of country code top level domain registries for African countries 

 Need for separation of responsibilities by using the 3R Model (Registrar, Register and Registrant) 

 Liberalize the market and work on policies for CCTLDs 

 Provide a resilient and affordable network so that Africa communities can be domained 
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8. The African Union Declaration on Internet Governance and Capacity Building Efforts on the Continent 

  Make sure the project is implemented properly taking into account the needs of all stakeholders 

9. Closing 
Dr Sherif Hashem, Vice-President, NTRA & Chairman of the Executive Bureau of the Supreme 
Cybersecurity Council Cabinet, Egypt delivered a statement in which he thanked participants 
and looked forward to seeing them in the 7th AfIGF in Sudan. 
 
H.E. Dr. Amani Abou-Zeid, Commissioner, Infrastructure and Energy, AU, delivered a closing 
statement, thanked particpants and advocated for an online platform to continue discussions. 
 
Mr. Hisham Abu Zeid of NTRA closed the 6th African IGF at 17:42 

 


